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How do we enter Into God’s Kingdom? Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 & St. Mark 10:23-31 
 
 Brothers and sisters in Christ; 
 The first reading of today: Ecclesiastes speaks about the whole business of wealth, 
and money.  Verse 10 says "He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he 
who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity."   
 What the author of Ecclesiastes is speaking here is all Law, it is all vanity and sin.  It 
shows us our sins.   
 
 As you have noticed, our worship service starts with the words in the confession “I a 
poor miserable sinner,” and this confession is not about wealth, prosperity or poverty but 
about our sin, and transgressions. We take God's good gift of wealth and possession and we 
misunderstand how we are supposed to use it.  Do we make a god out of it?  Do we reject 
it?  Do we fight over it?  Does it serve us or do we serve it?  Do we let it make us feel 
oppressed or oppressive?  Why cannot we just enjoy it as God intended us to use and enjoy 
His good gifts? Why not to use what God has given us and be a good steward in His 
kingdom? 
 
 This first reading ties so nicely with what we have from the 10th chapter of the Gospel 
of St. Mark.  Today's Gospel builds on the account of the rich young ruler who came to Jesus, 
the good teacher, to find out what he must do to inherit eternal life.  
 But after a little discussion he went away sorrowful because it turns out that gold was 
his god. Jesus then turns this occasion into a teaching moment to teach, not only his disciples 
but us too, that none of us, rich or poor, can enter the Kingdom of God on our own. Instead, 
the Kingdom of God comes to us because nothing is impossible with God. Whether we are 
rich or poor, the Holy Spirit's gift of faith in the work of Jesus Christ puts us in the Kingdom 
of God.  
 
 So to understand the words of Jesus properly we need to understand how they 
understood wealth in the days of Jesus.  In today's society, is normal to call most of the 
wealthy people as villains and oppressors. Our society today, wants to take a broad brush to 
all rich people and expose them as stingies who have yet to be reformed by the ghosts of 
Christmas past, present, and future. 
    On the other hand, there is a special reverence for people who take a voluntary vow of 
poverty in order to serve others.   We admire the work Mother Theresa types; the doctor who 
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gives up the wealthy practice to serve the poor in some far-off place. We in the church have 
heard the words of Jesus concerning wealth and somehow have gotten the idea that the poor 
have most favoured status with God on the basis of their financial condition.  
 
 This was not so in first century Israel. 
 The people of Jesus' time had a much different view. It is true that the Bible speaks 
against people who amassed wealth illegally, but those who achieved wealth through 
diligence and hard work were considered to be the favored of God. The honored places in 
heaven were reserved for people who gained wealth in legal ways, through hard work and 
fare trade, and used it to support the community.  
 So, the disciples would have thought that the honest rich are the most likely to enter 
heaven for they are the favored ones of God.  
 
 And then Jesus said, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God."   This idea shook them to the core that it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than it is for even the best people that 
society has to offer to enter the kingdom of heaven.   
  
 It is no wonder that the disciples were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, "Then 
who can be saved?"    
 And there is the question of the day.  Who can be saved?  Who can be saved if even 
the best person you know has more difficulty than that camel?  And more importantly, how 
are you going to be saved?  
 
 The question never really gets answered but just hangs there because everybody 
knows exactly what Jesus is saying that nobody can be saved on their own doing and 
working. No one, not the rich, not the poor, not the hard worker or the lazy, not the clever or 
the dull, the strong or the weak. No one can enter the Kingdom of God. With man it is 
impossible.   
 That is the hard message of the law in today's Gospel reading.  But we need to be 
careful here. Jesus does not say that it is bad to be rich, but that no one is able to enter the 
Kingdom of God with their own resources.  
 
 When Jesus said that the most respected members of society could not earn their 
way into God's Kingdom, He was saying that none of us rich or poor can earn a place in 
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God's Kingdom. All of us are as likely to enter God's Kingdom as a camel is likely to pass 
through the eye of a needle.  
 
 Friends, here is the problem.  It is a First Commandment issue.  Whoever trusts in 
his riches cannot be saved because such trust excludes Christ and without Christ there is no 
salvation. These words apply to all, whoever they may be, who make money there god or 
who make poverty, or anything else, their god. Here is a warning in the example of the rich 
young man. 
  
 St. Paul warned Timothy against this false trust. He writes in 1 Timothy 6:17. "As for 
the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy."  
 And yet, riches in themselves are not a curse. It is not money, but it is the love of 
money that is a root of evil. There is nothing wrong with wealth but there is something sinful 
when we let the creation take the place of the Creator.  Jesus says it twice to emphasize the 
warning, and brings it to a conclusion with the words concerning salvation, that "With man 
this is impossible."  
 And yet, Jesus is not finished talking.  The Law is not the last word, it only leads to 
the word that Jesus really wanted to get to.  "With man this is impossible, but not with God; 
all things are possible with God." 
 
 So the rich young man could have been saved.  We do not hear that in the reading 
but that does not mean that the Lord Jesus Christ is finished with him.  Perhaps, that man 
came to his senses and gave up his trust in his riches.  Perhaps later in his life the law made 
him recognize that he was a sinner and said: "I a poor miserable sinner confess unto You all 
my sins and iniquities." And heard the words of Christ “fear not for I forgive you, look to me 
for I am the way and the truth and the life.” 
   
 Friends, the Law does its work here too.  The Holy Spirit is busy amongst us 
too.  Showing us our sins.  Showing us the folly of the love of money, that it takes you places 
that you should not go.  For we truly are poor miserable sinners.   
 
 But, the Good News is that Jesus is not finished talking.  The Law is not the last word, 
it only leads to the word that Jesus really wanted to get to.  "With man this is impossible, but 
not with God; all things are possible with God." 
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 Our salvation and eternal life are free gifts of God. With men it is impossible, 
impossible to earn salvation, impossible to do it through the deeds of the law. It is impossible 
to save oneself by way of merit, no matter how you determine that or by what means you 
measure it.   
 But with God all things are possible. He provided the means and the way he made 
our salvation possible. He sent His only begotten Son into the world to be the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world.  
 
 In His love and mercy He made it possible for people to receive eternal life. What 
man was unable to do God did as St. Paul so nicely say in 2 Corinthians 5:19, 21, "that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. For our sake He made Him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”  
 Friends, while salvation is impossible for man it is not impossible for God, for with 
God all things are possible.    
 
 So, how do we enter into the kingdom of God?  Well, Christ went to the cross for 
you.  He died for all of your sins.  He rose from the dead and ascended into heaven.  Then 
He sent His Holy Spirit to call you by the Gospel, that is those words of our loving God that 
speak about all the things He does for us, like forgive us, make us His child, and give us 
eternal life in the Kingdom of God.   
 Those are the words of the Gospel.  You hear them here a lot.  You heard them once 
by the Baptismal Font when a bit of water was poured on your forehead.  You hear them after 
the confession of sins when the pastor stands in the stead and by the command of Christ 
and forgives all your sins.  You hear the Good News of Christ's forgiveness at Holy 
Communion when you take and eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. 
   
 There is God at work, there is Christ, there is the Holy Spirit, making it possible for 
you to enter the Kingdom of heaven.  There is God at work, there is Christ, there is the Holy 
Spirit turning you away from yourself, away from your sinful merits or worthiness and pointing 
you right to Jesus Christ your Saviour.  
 For God all things are possible. He has accomplished our salvation. Thanks to Him 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
 In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 


